Resilience in the storms Ascension

“In this world you will
have trouble,” Jesus says in John
16:33 (NIV). Christians, in other
words, should expect sufferings
and setbacks that challenge
their spiritual resilience. Tim
Kight, in a blog post titled “The
Resilient Christian,” offers these
reminders for times of adversity:
Trust God. Pray fervently, deeply
and boldly. Dig into God's
Word. And praise God
regardless of your
circumstances. “When you are in
the storm, trust God and don't
flinch,” Kight advises.

With that game plan and
attitude, we can pray with the
prophet Habakkuk: “Though the
fig tree does not bud ... and the
fields produce no food ... yet | risenchrist forgiveness repentance liftedhishands
will rejoice in the Lord, | will be disciples bethany scriptures worshipped
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Cassandra Hargiss ~ 2ond|

Don Steinmetz ~ 23rd

Bruce Rostron ~ 25th
Please use boxes when Phil & Marla Scott ~ 25{/1

collecting your donations
and stack neatly as possible
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the Teachings of Jesus—
and Live those Teachings.
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THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

www.fbfirst.org
P. O. Box 116, Fort Branch, IN 47648
Phone: (812) 753-4424
Fax: (812) 768-6441
melissa@fbfirst.org

Blythe Chapel Fort Branch First
8141 S.450 W. 100 W. Vine St.
Owensville, IN Fort Branch, IN

Office Hours
Tuesday - Thursday, 9:00 am-2:00 pm
Closed Monday and Friday
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Rev. John Baylor, Jr., Pastor
john@fbfirst.org
Parsonage: (812) 615-0053

Melissa Foster,
Administrative Assistant
melissa@fbfirst.org

Rexanne Robicheaux
Musician @ First & Blythe

Derek Robicheaux
Custodian @ First

Zella Frey
Custodian @ Blythe
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WELCOME

Whoever you are,
and wherever you find yourself
on the journ: of aith, you are
welcome to this church as you
are to receive the riches of

\ God'’s grace... /

The Way...

The earliest Christians were called 7#e Peop/e of the Way.
This weekly publication is provided to show
how our congregations are living 7/4e Way today.
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May 21, 2023

Our proper role

“We're called to be witnesses, not lawyers or judges.” This
quip may bring a chuckle, but it's also a good reminder as we
celebrate the Ascension of Our Lord (May 18 this year). Jesus
directed his disciples to spread the good news he had taught them:
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
and you will be my witnesses ..." (Acts 1:8, NRSV).

While professional lawyers and judges certainly have their
place in society and can serve God by working for genuine justice
for all, we are not called in daily life to judge others” morality or
relationship with God. "Do not judge,” Jesus says, “and you will not
be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.
Forgive, and you will be forgiven” (Luke 6:37, NIV). And what is one
of the most powerful forms of witness to Christ? Forgiveness.

CLASS OF 2023
—
We will be acknowledging the achievements of all the

gmc{uates in our congregations on

Sunday, May 28th @ Blythe Chapel
Sunday, June 4t @ Fort Branch First

during worship. We don’t want to leave anyone out!
If you have a student graduating either Jr. High, High School,
or college, please inform Heather Scott, Laura Nurrenbern,
Melissa Foster or Pastor John.




